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SBIRDTALK

AS ANOTHER berry season comes to an
end, we'd like to take a moment to say a
heartfelt thank you to our incredible staff,
our loyal customers, and the wider Piopio
community for your continued support.
Every visit to the orchard, every punnet of
berries purchased, and every real fruit ice
cream enjoyed helped make this season
one to remember. We truly couldn't do it
without you.

Although the orchard has been closed
for a couple of months, there's been
plenty happening behind the scenes.
Winter is one of our busiest times as we
prepare for the season ahead, and we're
currently installing additional tunnel
houses to increase production and
continue improving the orchard. It's all part
of our ongoing commitment to growing
the best berries we can and ensuring
Piopio Berry Orchard continues to evolve
season after season.

When we reopen in October, we'll once

again have all your favourites -
strawberries, blueberries, raspberries,
and blackberries - along with even more
apples after they proved so popular
during our very first season of apple
production. We're excited about what's
ahead and are grateful to be able to
invest back into the orchard and our
local community.

You may have already heard the
buzz... we're delighted to share that
Piopio Berry Orchard will feature on
TVNZ’s Hyundai Country Calendar on
Sunday, October 18, 2026.

It was a real privilege to welcome the
Country Calendar team to the orchard,
and we'd like to sincerely thank the crew
for the time, care, and professionalism
they brought to telling our story. We're
incredibly proud to have the opportunity
to showcase not only Piopio Berry
Orchard, but also our wonderful little
corner of New Zealand.

LEFT: Mike and Angela Roy are excited for Piopio
Berry Orchard to feature in an upcoming episode of
Country Calendar on TVNZ 1.

We hope the programme gives viewers
around the country a glimpse of what
makes our community such a special
place.

A special thank you also goes to our
amazing staff, who embraced the filming
process and helped showcase what
makes the orchard what it is today. The
programme simply wouldn't have been
possible without their hard work and
enthusiasm.

We hope you'll tune in to TVNZ 1at 7pm
on Sunday, October 18 to watch our story
and see a little behind the scenes of life at
the orchard.

Until then, we wish everyone a safe,
warm, and enjoyable winter. Thank you
again for your continued support, and we
look forward to welcoming you back when
we reopen in October for another season
of fresh berries, real fruit ice creams, and
friendly faces.

Mike, Angela, Jessie & Maggie
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Beautifying Piopio

IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ

IT MAY NOT be noticeable just yet, but plenty is happening
behind the scenes within the Project Piopio team.

One project well underway is creating a new website;
necessary as the existing one is very dated, causing a few
issues. The new website is planned to be ‘live’ at the beginning
of November. We are naturally keen to have all the information
displayed as accurately as possible. The current information in
the Birdtalk is being used, so we urge everyone to read this issue
carefully and advise us of any updates — very important for
community organisations.

If you have listings, (e.g. accommodation) on the current
website, (www.piopio.net.nz), please also review these. Of
course we always welcome new listings.

Contact Jenny 0211411243 (welcome to text) or email
projectpiopiotrust@gmail.com

That’s all from me, but there are other exciting projects
happening behind the scenes; Art Project stage 2, and town
beautification.

Art Project stage one - being the children’s’ art competition -
was completed last year. Stage two, planning for the
replacement of the large framed artwork within the village, is now
underway, along with replacing the 'Welcome to Piopio' and
Domain signs.

A small team is working on further town beautification. This
involves assessing existing plantings in the village and also
planning some new features. Do you have an interest in
landscaping and would be keen to be involved in designing
planting ideas to further enhance Piopio’s Main Street? We have
funding available but are looking for a few more people to join us
with this project.

Contact Nicky 021429 985, Trudy 027 826 8500 or email
projectpiopiotrust@gmail.com; more information in the next
issue.
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ATM machine
« Piopio
Cosmopolitan Club

Within our district several defibrillators are
on hand in the event of an emergency.

PIOPIO TOWNSHIP: Station

Fat Owl Motel, Bar & Eatery Cnr Aria & Kahuwera
Piopio College RdS

SURROUNDING DISTRICTS: Open

Mahoenui (Coleman’s Woolshed) Mon 9am - 1pm

Aria Cosmopolitan Club
Waitanguru Hall Sat 9am - 1pm
Sun 1pm - 5pm

Piopio Transfer

A free App is available on Google Play-
store to locate machines throughout NZ.

Lions update

THE CLUB has had a very busy but rewarding
time recently. The main source of activity was
the Fieldays from which we grossed $53,000.
This was thanks to several local groups helping
us, plus help from Lions members and partners.

The club was able to make financial
contributions to the groups who assisted us.

In conjunction with Te Kuiti Lions we took the
caravan to the Te Kuiti Muster which was
another successful and enjoyable day.

The food caravan has also been at the Aria
School Orienteering Day which was a fun day. It
was great to see so many kids out there
enjoying themselves.

We also assisted with the catering at a
Fielday held at Rorison’s quarry.

This may sound like a lot of hard work - it is -
but it is also a lot of fun.

We recently held our Change of Officers at
the Panorama along with Te Kuiti Lions with a
theme of “P”. We had Priests, a Policeman, a
Pom, Poker Player, Princess, lots of pink attire
and some pink hair. A very enjoyable evening.
Steve Cooper is once again our president.
Gavin Todd

Rural Women NZ

Our local branch of Rural

Women NZ extends our thanks

to the Piopio Lions Club for the

opportunity to work in their caravan

at the Fieldays. We have done it for several
years now. This is our sole fundraising effort for
the year which meets all our needs/activity
costs. Very much appreciated.

Tony & Paula Buckman
t.pbuckman@xtra.co.nz

06 752 9713
SH3, MOKAU
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Community feedback and articles are
welcomed and appreciated.

and may have accompanying photos.
We reserve the right to edit any material.

« Local Business: B&W Business Card Size $40
« Local Business: B&W Double Bus Card Size $75
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« Full Colour Strip Ad Front Page $130
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http://www.piopio.net.nz/
mailto:projectpiopiotrust@gmail.com

Piopio Fruit & Veg Stand

WE'RE into winter mode at the Community
Stand, with lots of lovely citrus, some kiwifruit
and a mix of winter veggies. Our jam makers
are also stepping up; it’s the time of the year
to use last summer’s seasonal bounty from
the freezer on those rainy days.

You may have heard that | had a wee
incident at our Community Stand a few weeks
ago. Big rig trucks were blocking access, so |
had to hike in with my contributions with help
from a local gentleman. People started to take
things before I’'d taken my photo or put them
out properly (too many wedges of pumpkin!).
So | found myself flustered when asking a
young woman not to take more than one pot
of the strawberry jam that I’d made. She
wasn’t happy when asked to “leave some for
others,” and expressed herself accordingly,
questioning my authority with a choice word
not part of my vocabulary. | was shaken. The
day’s FB post went viral, over 900 comments.
People from Timaru to Kaikohe were wading in
with a diverse range of opinions on greed,
entitlement, blaming me for creating my own

problem by donating jam and giving to others!
Social media: the good, the bad and the ugly
pretty much. | got tired of moderating and took
the post down.

As a result, I've switched gears a bit with my
homemade jams for the community, delivering
to seniors and others around the village. I'm
still managing the stand and contributing fruit,
veggies and fresh eggs weekdays. I’'ll put a
random jar or two of jam there as well
eventually, my psychological wounds have
almost healed. My assistant tells me the world
is made up of all sorts. While | know the
episode with this woman was a random
incident, | don’t want to go through another
morning like that, especially before my coffee
at The Fat Pigeon!

Check out our Facebook page for updates
on what’s on offer most weekday mornings,

recipes and growing tips. Please don’t hesitate

to contact me with any questions or issues,
and many thanks for your continued support—
it makes a difference.

Karen Barrett

Have your say: NO to the
Supercity, YES to the King

Country Council,

A GRASSROOTS campaign has recently
kicked off to support the “Head Start”
application being made by Waitomo and
Otorohanga Districts to merge and form
the King Country Council.

This move is in response to Central
Government’s directive to councils across
New Zealand to propose amalgamations
within a three month window or “they will
be done for you.” The merger of Waitomo
and Otorohanga has been endorsed
unanimously by elected members of both
councils. Our rural communities are similar
in profile and demographics; we also share
the rich history of our iwi, Ngati Maniapoto.

Councils across the Waikato Region have
been left scrambling to determine what
might work for their respective
communities. A number are pushing for a
region-wide “supercity” based in Hamilton.

Te Rohe Potae

Our campaign strongly opposes being part
of any urban-centric “supercity.”

Once proposals are submitted it may be
that historic parts of the King Country Te
Rohe Potae not currently parts of Waitomo
and Otorohanga Districts may choose to
join us. The three month window mandated
has not allowed time for such discussions
to progress with effective consultation.

Sign our online petition on
www.change.org, which can be found here:
https://www.change.org/YestotheKingCou
ntryCouncil

Look out for our purple signs around the
Districts, along with stickers for your fence
or vehicle.

For more information contact:
Karen Barrett
struanfarm@gmail.com

Karen Barrett

struanfarm@gmail.com
0275727 407

Piopio
Legends
Pathway

We are looking into
having a ‘Piopio
Legends Pathway’ in
Piopio.
Please forward your
nominee's hame, so we
don't miss anyone.
CRITERIA:
¢ be from the area
that Piopio services
* have lived here for
more than 5 years
e may not have
represented NZ
overseas, but has
gained a world
record
¢ includes awards
like MBE, authors,
artists, explorers.
Please email Joy at
jeffriesmahoenui@xtra.
co.nz

&

retreat

tii
www.stayatripples.co.nz
Trudy 027 826 8500
LUXURY RIVERSIDE CABINS

Honeymoons - Family Stays - Special Occasions - Right here in Piopio

We are pleased to he able to supply accounting and taxation services
to farmers and businesses in the Piopio area.

BAILEY INGHAM LTD

N

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

info@baileyingham.co.nz
07 873 7325 or freephone 0800 482 928

A
@v
Ryan Prescott :
TOYOTA

CEOQ/Director
yan@patprescott.co.nz
T 078738522 0800858522

F 078737683 A/H 07 8731771
M 0274898783

Prescott Toyota

152 Maniapoto Street, Otorohanga 3900
prescott.toyota.co.nz Q&L
enviro-mark
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Cultivate wellbeing through

calving and lambing

WHETHER it is calving on the dairy
flats or lambing on the hill country, this
stretch of the year asks a lot of farming
families. Long hours, broken sleep and
the physical demands of the season all
take their toll.

While we can't change what this
season demands of us, there are a few
simple ways to support your body and
mind through one of the busiest times in
the farming calendar.

Bank Extra Sleep When You Can

Sleep is usually the first thing
sacrificed, whether it's a 4am calving
round or another lambing beat at dusk.
The effects run deeper than simply
feeling tired. Even one night of
significant sleep loss affects
concentration, mood, inflammation and
the way our immune system functions.

Research tells us that regularly
sleeping five hours or less is linked to
poorer long-term health outcomes.

If you get the chance to catch up on
sleep, take it. Even one full night's sleep
can make a real difference, and on the
days that it’s not possible, a short 10 to
15 minute nap has been shown to
noticeably improve alertness after a
broken night.

CULTIVATE -HEALTH

Maturopathy - Nutrition - Herbal Medicine
cultivatehealth.co.nz

In-clinic and online consultations by appeintment: 021 502 617

Support Your Recovery

Physical work places greater demands
on your body, increasing the need for
nutrients involved in energy production,
muscle function and recovery. One of
these is magnesium.

Magnesium is an essential mineral
found naturally in foods such as leafy
greens, nuts, seeds and legumes,
although dietary surveys suggest many
New Zealanders don't meet the
recommended intake. Including more of
these foods with regular meals and
plenty of protein helps your body keep
up with the physical demands of the
season.

For some people, particularly if muscle
cramps, fatigue or poor sleep are
becoming ongoing concerns, additional
support may also be worthwhile.

Look After Your Mental Wellbeing

One of the less visible effects of a
busy spring is the mental load. Broken
sleep, physical exhaustion and long
days can leave us running on empty,
making it harder to think clearly, stay
patient and keep challenges in
perspective. You may even find yourself
catastrophising, where a small setback
starts to feel much bigger than it really

Peaceful
Comfortable
Clean and tidy

P

Your hosts -

Jules & Daryl

027 664 1816
h.tucker@xtra.co.nz

PUKEWHAU
FARMSTAY

lpurua

) lGENETICS

Peter & Caroline Foss
495 Potaka Road, RD 1, Aria 3979
P: 07 877 7881 m M: 021 1135 400
E: pcfossy@xtra.co.nz

« New Homes

« Decks

« Alterations

« Renovations

« Design & Build

BB

COREY BARNSDALL BUILDERS LTD

COREY BARNSDALL
T/F 07 877 8933 * M 027 488 9847

E: cbbltdp10 @gmail.com

S
1EearroLDIVE

Les Te Kanawa Director 027 271 6167
Lorrene Te Kanawa Director 027 333 8531

les.tk@xtra.co.nz - www.1stscaffolding.co.nz

SITE
BREEN

fl € Open
3 Monday - Friday
8am-5pm

_Early Learning Centre

* Age 0-5years

* Winz approved
® 20 hours free for 34 year olds

Ph: 8778224
Em: curiouskeas@yahoo.co.nz

Laree Rauputu

Naturopath
Cultivate Health

is. That's a normal effect of fatigue, not a
personal weakness.

If you notice yourself or someone
around you becoming overwhelmed,
don't ignore it. Reaching out early to a
partner, friend, neighbour, GP or another
trusted health professional can help
prevent stress from building into
something more significant.

A few extra hours of sleep where you
can find them, regular nourishing meals,
and recognising when you're simply
running on empty won't change what the
season asks of you. But they can make a
real difference to how you come out the
other side.

Remember, you are your farm's most
valuable asset.

Laree Rauputu — Naturopath, Nutritionist,
Medical Herbalist — Cultivate Health

Struggling to solve hill country erosion 7
MNeed shade and shalter for your livestock?

Plant Shinsei poplar poles. They are fast grewing
with intensive root systems ,making them the
perfect tree for King Gountry conditions,

The poplar planting season is June , July , and
August.

We are approved suppliers to the Waikato
Regional Council, subsidies for planting &
fencing available for eligible Hill Gountry
Farmers

POPLAR

TROOPERS ROAD NURSERY
@ 027 740 5295
@ sales@poplar

conz i www.poplarking.co.nz

King Country Christians
meet every Sunday
in the Piopio
Senior Citizens Hall,

Weka Street, Piopio,
at 10.30am

Phone Judy 021135946

Everyone is welcome!

POWER
ARMING

Mike Whitburn 0274 824 614
Ryan Haine 0272 937 031
Murray Barclay 0274 753 690

200 Benson Road
Te Awamutu

W powertarmingteawamutu con:
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Thumbs up to Piopio Domain

THE FIRST HALF of the year has seen a
remarkable amount of work undertaken at
the Piopio Domain to ensure our local
facilities remain pristine, welcoming, and
well-maintained for all who use them.

As the hub for our local rugby and
equestrian sports, as well as a gathering
place for the wider community, it is
important that the Domain continues to be
presented to a high standard.

The ongoing upkeep of the grounds is
only possible through the generosity and
commitment of local people and
businesses who willingly contribute their
time, resources, and expertise.

On behalf of the Piopio Domain Board, |
would like to sincerely acknowledge and
thank those who have played a significant
role in maintaining and improving our
facilities this year...

A special thank you goes to
Ravensdown for their generous donation
of Super phosphate, and the work that
Dani Jeffries did to secure this for us. This
has helped enhance the condition and
appearance of the grounds.

We are equally grateful to Clive
Fredericks, who donated his time and
equipment to spread the super.

Our sincere appreciation to Rorisons for
donating Lime and Mac’s Spreading for
their contribution through the spreading of
the lime and ensuring the job was

TE REO MAORI EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

AGES 6 MONTHS - 5 YEARS

OPEN Mon - Fri 9am - 3pm
Low or NO fees

FREE PICK-UP & DROP OFF
Piopio & Te Kuiti
FREE 20HRS ECE 3 & 4 YEAR OLDS

Ph 07 877 8185 / Mob 022 D14 7340
Email WHANAU@KO4DO25 KOHANGA. AC.NZ

helpers

completed efficiently and professionally.

We would also like to recognise Mark
Barrowcliffe’s spraying team for spraying
the weeds around the Domain, donating
their time and the weed spray. This has
contributed greatly to the overall
presentation of the facility.

A particularly heartfelt thank you goes
to Matt Buckley, who is always willing to
lend a hand whenever needed. Whether
it is repairing fencing, fixing troughs,
organising metalling, or tackling the many
maintenance jobs that inevitably arise,
Matt's dedication and practical support
are invaluable to the Domain and the
wider community.

We also extend our appreciation to the
Waitomo District Council for completing

' PARKES

\© s PLUMBING
* SOLUTIONS

Bradley Parkes
027268 7091

* Plumbing Maintenance  + Farm Water Supply

* Roofing * Pumps & Water Tanks
« Fireplace | llations . ions & Alterations
+ Drain Cleaning * Residential & Commercial

Fare o Whate - [ater Solutiors: You Can

Clive Fredericks’ tractor and fert spreader

repairs to the Domain driveway following

the significant washouts caused by
flooding events.

The Domain is a community asset that
benefits everyone, and it is inspiring to
see the level of support it continues to
receive.

The contributions made by local
businesses, contractors, volunteers, and
community members demonstrate the
strong community spirit that exists within
our district.

To all those who have contributed in
any way, thank you. Your support helps
ensure that the Rukuhia Piopio Domain
remains a valuable asset for current and
future generations.

Tony Schrafft

DARREN CATHIE
07 8778 695
dcautorepairs2@ymail.com

Locally Owned & Operated

-

TYREPOWER PIOPIO
ABRON BEVECE
] a4 : by~ GAS PIOPIO
&,

s 2 T T T Diwmsel
Planning a new kitchen or ploplo ; Struan$ Fdrm g.0.5. m:‘-m
renovating an existing one? FARMSTAY ACCOMMODATION

We design & manufacture all [ EINEARTHWORKS] Mew Ty, Puncure
styles of kitchens for all types be"‘/ orchard Repalr
) Wiheel Allgnment
of budgets Karen Barrett Al rmador bromnd
OPEN FROM & John Robertson ' 3 TOP:NBIEOh:ﬁr;]C.CER wsallable.
We guarantee a quality job OCTOBER TO APRIL + 5 TONNE TIP TRUCK Compatithse Brices
. o - Movser, Sales & Sorvice
with excellent t b g REAL FRUIT 942 State Highway 3 = AUGER, UP TO 3M DEEP
workmanship and great STrawberries |ggrvind ® LASER LEVEL & CONCRETE SAW f, Tyrepower
* LEVELLING BAR & FORKS

blueberries |
raspberries

customer service

blackberries

www.piopioberrie

The Roy Family

AND MORE!

MOOTHIES
COFFEES

$.00.nz

IDEAL FOR: Section Work, Clearini
Calf Sheds & Covered Yards, ani
Stacking Bales

Phone/Fax: o7 877 7754
Mabile: 021 412 486

OPEN 7 Days

Kigin poy avaiabla after Gom
e e v e ey by
Tpmpmrs e T byt i

Phey Brrlage

piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com
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Matariki celebrated at Piopio Primary

PIOPIO Primary School marked
Matariki in a truly special way on
Thursday, June 25, bringing together
tamariki, whanau, staff, and invited
guests for a day of learning, connection,
and celebration.

In the days leading up to the event,
the school was buzzing with
preparation. Food was gathered and
prepared, wood and stones arrived for
the hangi, and classrooms transformed
into creative hubs as students worked
on displays and presentations about
each of the Matariki stars.

The celebrations began with karakia
as the hangi was lifted. The delicious
meal, cooked by Rob Young and Jade
Heald, was enjoyed by everyone who

Barbara Kuriger
MP for Taranaki-King Country

Backing Rural and Provincial New Zealand
Inglewood Office 06 756 6032

80 Rata St, PO Box 124, Inglewood
Kuriger.Inglewood@parliament.govt.nz

Te Awamutu Office 07 870 1005

196 Alexandra Street, Te Awamutu
Kuriger.Teawamutu@parliament.govt.nz

King Country Virtual Office

Kuriger.Kingcountry@parliament.govt.nz
Otorohanga - 021815 017
Te Kuiti - 021832 734

LIUESTOCK CARTAGE
FORESTRY & LOGGING
METAL & FERTILISER
RURAL FARM SUPPLI€S

Steven & Donna Pari
027 554 6064
parilivestock@gmail.com
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@ 85 Mangaotaki Rd, Piopio

attended. After lunch, whanau were
invited to explore the impressive
classroom displays, each one
highlighting the significance of a
different Matariki star. Tamariki proudly
shared their learning and the beautiful
creations they had made.

To conclude the day, the kapa haka
ropu performed to an appreciative
audience, filling the hall with waiata and
haka. The whole school then joined
together for a final song, closing the
celebration with unity and joy.

Piopio Primary School’s Matariki event
was a meaningful reminder of the
importance of coming together,
honouring culture, and celebrating new
beginnings.

MEVATAR]
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COLLISION & REPAIRS

¢ Courtesy cars
* Quick turnaround
* Latest technology & equipment
* One stap shop panel & paint

Phone Scott or Paul for a
FREE no obligation quote

P: 07 873 8832

414 8121 Paul O
ey on

“ spray painting. AL

Dr. Kim Tatham



$50m boost for Awakino Gorge resilience

TARANAKI-KING COUNTRY MP
Barbara Kuriger and New Plymouth MP
David Macleod have welcomed a major
investment to improve the resilience of
State Highway 3 through the Awakino
Gorge, a route that is critical to keeping
Taranaki connected with Waikato and
the central North Island.

The Government has confirmed
funding for resilience upgrades along
the corridor as part of its $400 million
package of state highway resilience
projects announced in Budget 2026.

“Anyone who regularly uses SH3
through the Awakino Gorge knows how
important this route is for local
communities, freight operators and
businesses across the region,” Mrs
Kuriger says.

“The corridor between Mount
Messenger and the SH4 junction has
been closed 14 times since July 2021
because of weather-related events.
Most recently, the road was closed for
more than a month following severe
weather earlier this year.

“Every closure causes major
disruption for families, businesses and
freight operators who rely on this route
to move around the region and get
goods to market.”

The Awakino Gorge resilience
programme has a high-level estimated
cost of around $50 million and will
target some of the most vulnerable
sections of the corridor.

“The aim is simple: keep this road open
more often and get it reopened faster
when severe weather strikes,” Mrs
Kuriger says.

Mr Macleod says the impacts of
closures are felt well beyond the gorge
itself.

“When SH3 closes through the

Awakino Gorge, the effects are felt right
across Taranaki.

“For many freight operators, tradies
and businesses travelling to and from
New Plymouth, a closure can add at
least five hours to the journey by forcing
traffic to detour via Whanganui.

“That is hugely inconvenient, costly,
and frustrating for people trying to get
on with their day-to-day lives and run
their businesses.

“There have been far too many
closures over the past few years, and
this investment will help make one of
Taranaki's most important transport links
more reliable.”

Mrs Kuriger and Mr Macleod say the
investment is part of the Government's
plan to fix the basics and build the

@ Awakino Gorge resilience programme

( Background

> SH3between Te Kiti and New Plymouth is a strategic freight route and priority lifeline
connection, providing a vital link between Taranaki and Waikato, and further north to
Auckland. Itis an important corridor for freight and tourism operators, and for Port
Taranaki, carrying around 2,700 vehicles per day, of which approximately 20% s freight.
, The challenging terrain and proximity to the West Coast means that this corridor
is increasingly prone to severe weather impacts. There is no practical alternative
route available.
The corridor between Mount Messenger and the SH4 junction has been closed 14 times
since July 2021 due to weather related events. The longest of these closures occurred
earlier this year with the road closed from 18 April 2026, re-opening fully on Friday 22
May 2026.
This investment will increase resilience so the road can remain open more often and
» recover faster following severe weather events.

Scope

Confirmation of detailed scope is expected 2026/27. Broad scope of work is anticipated
to be a mix of slope stabilisation, improved drainage and culverts, small retaining walls ~ /
and works to redirect river flow away from road edge /

future.

“Budget 2026 includes major
investments to strengthen roads and
other critical infrastructure,
helpingensure New Zealand is better
prepared for future weather events.

“We can't stop severe weather from
happening, but we can be much better
prepared for it.

“For Taranaki and the King Country,
that means investing in the roads and
transport links that keep our
communities connected, support local
businesses, and help drive regional
economic growth.”

Further work will continue to refine the
final scope, design and delivery
programme for the project.

\
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Alternative
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Strategic freight route

Recent weather impacts
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Chartered Accountants Australia and New Zealand
Accounting | Business Advisory | Bookkeeping
Contact us today for an obligation free chat
Jess Quinn | 027 200 9185 | jess@titanbs.net
Perry Fulford | 027 321 1698 | perry@titanbs.net

www.titanbs.net
6\ xere

~facebook.com/TitanBusinessSolutions

Nik Bryant & Gwenda Bryant
Ph: 027 310 7388
macsspreading@gmail.com

HELIWDRK

DARRYL WILLIAMS
CEO/CHIEF PILOT

021 797 740
darryl@totalheliwork.co.nz
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THE FERRET 'S NEST

3 Moa St « Piopio + 027 422
Open Fri & Sat 10am-4pm

overview of all the resilience disruption risks on the

transport network. The tool makes it easier to assess, prioritise, monitor, and report on state highway damage/disruptions and network
resilience more efficiently and effectively and allows funding to be targeted to the most critical sites.

NZTRANSPORT
\RERNEY

WIRELESS

DYNAMICS

Need reliable internet?

We can help.

Ultra-Fast Fibre, Rural Wireless and
4G Wireless Services now available!

Getin touch to find out what's
available at your place.

0800 003 441




WESCT: Your vote really does matter
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CONTRACTING LIM ITED

DION ADAM 1
027 276 5276

Quality work. Reliable service. E‘

Results you can see.

EXPERIENCED | RELIABLE | LOCAL
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027 276 5276

EXPERIENCED | RELIABLE

Business Computer Services
Computer Sales, Servicing & Support
Printers, Accessories & Devices

Ross Smith Freeview Satellite Installations

IT Technician

12Kawana Street.

P.0. Box 87

Piopio 3942

Workshop: 07 877 8880

Cellphone: 027 285 1703
Email: bespp@xtra.co.nz

Onsite at workshop 9am — 4pm
Monday, Tuesday & Friday
Other times by appointment
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Roy Simpson Ross Simpson
021266 0735 027 494 5540

roysimpson09@gmail.com

FIRE WOOD - TREE REMOVAL ¢ LOGGING

| EXPERIENCED

W RELIABLE o Locat

AGRICULTURAL HELICOPTER

OPERATORS

THE COMPLETE ON FARM HELICOPTER COMP£

THE Waitomo Energy Services Customer
Trust (WESCT) owns 100% of The Lines
Company (TLC) on behalf of its beneficiaries,
helping ensure the benefits of Trust ownership
remain in our local communities.

Later this month, beneficiaries will receive
their voting pack, which includes voting papers
for both the WESCT Trustee Election and the
Ownership Review Poll.

The Trustee Election gives you the
opportunity to elect 3 Trustees to help guide
the future direction of the Trust. The Ownership
Review Poll, held every six years, asks whether
the Trust should continue to own 100% of TLC
on your behalf.

As part of the Ownership Review, an
independent report found that the current Trust
ownership model returns around $5.4 million of
value to our community each year through TLC
discounts for beneficiaries and lower line
charges. It also concluded that continued 100%
Trust ownership is the option most likely to
provide stable, long-term benefits for
beneficiaries and the wider community.

This year also marks the end of an era, with
long-serving Trustees William Oliver and Janette
Osborne choosing not to seek re-election when
their terms conclude on 30 September. We
thank them both for their many years of
dedicated service and the significant
contribution they have made to WESCT and our
community.

When your voting pack arrives, we encourage
you to take a few moments to read the
information, cast your votes and have your say.

To learn more about the Trustee Election or
Ownership Review Poll, visit www.wesct.org.nz

www.wesct.org.nz

7
Smith Mitchell
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Soccer thriving at P10p1o Primary School

PIOPIO Youth Sports Committee last
year received funding for transportable
soccer practice goals, and this year we
were lucky to get funding again - this
time for soccer balls.

Thanks to the Piopio Community and
Districts Charitable Trust for their
ongoing support.

This support ensures every child can
practice with a decent ball after school
to develop and improve their skills.

Piopio Primary and Aria School tamariki
had a great season playing soccer in
Term 2.

Soccer is very popular and this year
we fielded the most teams ever
entered.

Each Friday, teams travel to Te Kuiti
for matches. Many thanks to the
coaches this year who volunteered their
time to make it all happen.

Caren Herman

027 3713738
caren.herman@tallpoppy.co.nz

DENIZE PLUMBING LTD

m}r 877 8399 / 021 266 7768
Warrick Denize

eful
Comfortable
Clean and tidy

SERVICES LTD

il + General +Truck & Tractor +Hydraulic e
e g Engineering Servicing Hoses C,Taftsman P[UTT\b?J‘
FARMSTAY - a1e +Mechanical Repairs

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

i h.tuck xtra.co.nz 17 Ruru Street, PIOPIO * Roof & Spouting * Drainage
® MNew Homes & Henovations
= Sobd Fuel Heaters = Pumps

THREEWAY MOTOCRS LTD

School Bus Contractors

Snow Nicol
June Nicol
Peter Nicol

Phone (07) 877 8153

www.cpwool.co.n Fax (07) 877 8177

——
PGG Wrightson i

Faclal Eczema Tested
Perendale & Romdale

RD Mahoenul 3978

Shorthom Cattle :
SELLING FARMS & LIFESTYLE E: mmwprofit@xtra.conz
PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008 3‘“”“ & s-umlt m:“mmmﬂl



KC North U13 team takes the win

EXPLORE YOUR PAST. s
CONNECT WITH YOUR FUTURE. =

KING COUNTRY Rugby held its North v South games recently at
Rugby Park in Te Kuiti.
The North U13 Boys had an impressive win against South U13s,

: 88 = taking home the Des Graham Memorial shield.
YOURFAMILY © RESCURCESS | _ SHARE | HERTAGEFOR Pictured are North U13 players (from left) Cooper Boddie,

: et i (P e e Amorangi Blakeway, Taine Pari, Tawita Taie, and Bentley Jones.
ALL WELCOME - BEGINNERS & EXPERIENCED RESEARCHERS! -~ A number of local girls were selected for U13 girls team also.

WE MEET REAR OF TE KUITI MUSEUM Piopio has a rich history rooted in early Maori

EEH)) 157 WEDNESDAY 3-7pm RORA STREET travel routes, pioneering dairy farming, and a

3% SUNDAY 10-3pm TE KUITI e . . .
4 pioneering role in New Zealand school transport.

Key milestones include early Maori settiement,
2002 town layout, and the 1924 school bus
innovation.

YOUR PAST. OUR COMMUNITY.

YOGA CLASSES Our Friendly Team Take
Pride in Ensuring

Improve mobility, strength & balance | Manage the Wellbeing of Your

stress | Help with sleep, posture & digestion | Classes Livestock and Pets
suited to all levels ¢ On Farm Service & Advice
: * Animal Health Products
Tue Wed Thu Fri

* Sheep & Cattle Scanning

King Country + Animal Health Planning

'T;.IS{];:::J ‘:’iol)io Ot;r:;;]:;:m Piopio 53 Moa Street, Piopio * Small Animal Clinic
. .30 pm . Sam
Ph: 07 877 8106 * X-Ray & Ultrasound
Book via our website www.iamyoga.co.nz 32 Taupiri Street, Te Kuiti * Pet Supplies
or email ainslie@iamyoga.co.ns Ph: 07 878 8137 « Dental Services
Beauty and Relaxation
FAT P'GEON Services for Women
':.' 4 HOT STONE MASSAGE
/ / /;‘f\ GENTLE TOUCH/RELAXTION MASSAGE
(S > FACIAL TREATMENTS
EYE & BROW TREATMENTS y =
N\ WAXING 4
/ ™\ s SPRAY TANS
E F —~ i \ SKINCARE & MAKE UP PRODUCTS * WOOLSHEDS Ku RT HU UG HT[] N
\ " \ CRYSTALS & EAR CANDLES MOBILE
L | it S | 1 i I = J ~ & GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
07 877 8822 07 877 8767 _Curley Jone T —
fatpigeon @xtra.co.nz fatowl@xtra.co.nz BEAUTY Q10424495
www.fatpigeon.co.nz www.fatowl.nz
of POLL
q‘- 'xl g .'
U KET@TARA Ken & Rebecca
P STU D Haywood
P
i 07 877 8586
<
hey & ILM’-““

- EARTHNORKS - DRANAGE - MeTAL 4

Quality genetics with proven performance
and eczema tolerance



https://nzhistory.govt.nz/keyword/piopio
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LOCAL
FACILITIES

Aria Cosmopolitan Club
028 465 8143
ariacosc@gmail.com

Carley Jane Beauty
021042 4493

Cloverleaf Café
07 877 8368

Fat Owl Motel, Bar and
Eatery

07 877 8767
fatowl@xtra.co.nz

Fat Pigeon Café
07 877 8822
fatpigeon@xtra.co.nz

G.A.S. Piopio &
Tyrepower Piopio
07 877 8159

Hairloom Hair Design
Paige Brooks
07 2121475

King Country Chiropractic
Dr Scott Mouatt

07 8737376

027 3301339
kcchiro@xtra.co.nz

Piopio Berry Orchard
07 877 8490

Piopio Cosmopolitan Club
07 877 8204

Piopio Dental

Dr Kim Tatham

07 877 8864
smilingkiwi@piopiodental.
co.nz

Recreation Centre
Kimberley Cody
07 877 8700

027 210 1860

The Ferret’s Nest
Grace Cortes Montecinos
022 154 9745

YOUTH
ACTIVITIES

Aria Playcentre
Hannah Bodger-Kearns
07 877 7898

Aria Primary School
07 877 7857

Aria Toy Library
ariatoylibrary@gmail.com

Curious Keas Preschool
Stephanie Brough
07 877 8224

Kohanga Piopio
07 877 8185

Mainly Music

All Saints Church, Moa Street
Music and movement for
children 0-5yrs & caregivers.
Thursdays @ 10am

Cara 027 345 3389

Piopio Playcentre
Jo Stockley
021148 7556

Piopio Primary School
07 877 8103

Piopio College
07 877 8173. Meeting rooms
available for hire

COMMUNITY
CONTACTS

Piopio Police

07 877 0490

Crime Stoppers

0800 555 1M

We live in a great community
so let’s stop these few who
are taking from us.
Tony.schrafft@police.govt.nz
www.crimestoppers-nz.org

All Saints Church Co-
operating Parish of Piopio,
Aria & Mokau

Main Road, Piopio.
Worship service 10am

King Country Christians
John 027 422 2250
Every Sunday at 10.30am
Senior Citizens Hall

Community Fruit & Vege
Stand

Karen Barrett 0275 727 407
struanfarm@gmail.com

Housie

Thursdays 1pm Senior
Citizen’s Room All welcome.
Paddy Coffin 07 877 8367

Justices of Peace

Vikki Hall 07 877 8058

Clive Fredericks 07 877 8048
Katrina Hudson 0274 762 843

Piopio Garden Circle

Visits are 3rd Thurs of every
month except Jan & Aug
Gillian Hooper 07 878 7880
027 345 9603

Laver Marine
07 877 8484 or 021105 4737

Opportunity Shop/
Mustard Seed
Cara Bryant 027 345 3389

Mahoenui Hall
Lynette Adams
lynadams@xtra.co.nz

Piopio College Community
Library

07 877 8173
library@piopio.school.nz

Senior Citizen’s
Organisation

Meetings first Monday of the
month, 11am. All welcome.
Wendy Weinberg

0210826 5622

Seniors’ Exercise Classes
Wendy Weinberg
0210826 5622

Marriage Celebrants
Clive Fredericks

027 280 3867

Heidi Preston

027 679 1931

John Darke

027 422 2250

Piopio Lions Club

Stephen Cooper 07 877 8711
027 205 9460

Gavin Todd 07 877 7700
Ken Perry 07 877 8035

Piopio Memorial Hall
Book venue or facilities
through Waitomo District
Council 07 878 0800

Piopio/Paearuhe
Retirement Village
Jenny Brodie

07 877 8033

The Old Piopio Post Office
Art Gallery 022 437 0789

Waitanguru Rural Women
Maree Jones 027 475 9805
06 752 9765

ACTIVITIES &
ATTRACTIONS

Piopio POP (Tui Park)
Waitomo District Council
07 878 0800

Key for toilet available from
the Cloverleaf tearooms or
Snow Nicol

Piopio Market Day
3rd Sunday of each month
Alison Turner 027 615 8754

Piopio and Districts
Museum

Saskia Buckman

07 877 8665. Key available
from Piopio Superette.

SPORTS &
RECREATION

Aria Squash Club
Secretary

Lee Alcock
ariasquash@gmail.com

Light Horse Club
President Helen Potter
helen.neilpotter@gmail.com

Line Dancing Club
Jenny Brodie
0211411243

Piopio-Aria Golf Club
Hamish Roach
027 578 5905

Piopio Bowling Club
Alan 0210845 4198
Wendy 0210826 5622

Piopio Community Sports
(Rukuhia Domain)

Tony Schrafft
Tony.schrafft@police.govt.nz

Piopio Rugby Club
President Peter Hurley
021117 2973

Piopio Swimming Club
Matt Carter 021569 311
piopioswimclub@gmail.com

Pony Club

President Dani Darke
021168 0220

Secretary Rebecca Were

Tennis Club
Reon Verry
07 878 8678

King Country Hunt
Master: Joy Hurley
027 577 7881

Trail Bikes & Moto Cross
Track

Darren Lupton

07 877 8054

Waitomo Ski Club
Kim Tatham
07 877 8820

Waitomo Aero Club

Pete Voyce 07 877 8254
John Carter 07 877 8290

piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com



Happenings at the good ol’ Ar1a Club

A quick recap of what we've been up to over the past two
months; at the club where everybody knows your name...

* We've made a start on enclosing our outdoor garden bar
area and installed a fireplace.

¢ We've given our interior a fresh coat of paint, making it feel
bright and open.

¢ We held our AGM.

¢ We had a Matariki Kids Movie Night plus colouring comp.

* We presented Piopio Volunteer Fire Brigade with a $1000
koha to show our appreciation.

¢ We hosted Matiere and Ohura Clubs to vie for the coveted
McKenzie Plate (alas, it went to Matiere).

e Donald (Duck) MacRae won a signed Chiefs jersey.

o Daryl (Tux) Tucker won the Super Rugby picks, with Corey
Barnsdall taking second place. Tux was also awarded Life
Membership (and then won a $500 membership draw... no
good with Lotto though).

¢ We enjoyed a ‘Big Day Out/Community Dinner’ evening.

e Our recent Wild Food Cook-Off was won by Cushla Austin.

Clockwise from left: Garden bar
fireplace; Matiere lifting the McKenzie
Plate; Matariki movie night; $1000 for

Piopio Fire Brigade; winner Cushla

Did you know?

The Lines Company (TLC) is owned

by Waitomo Energy Services
Customer Trust on behalf of its
beneficiaries - the community!
Making TLC

100% community owned.

'\
Yi

wesct.org.nz

/{/fWAITOMO

ENERGY SERVICES
CUSTOMER TRUST

Lime ¢ Fertiliser ¢ Advice
RORISONS . g Ve

Book your soil test today
= FERTILISER & LIME

0800401040 ¢ WWW.rorisons.co.nz




	Bi-monthly community newsletter covering Piopio, Aria and Mahoenui districts
	Aug/Sep 2026
	Berry Orchard to feature on TV
	LEFT: Mike and Angela Roy are excited for Piopio Berry Orchard to feature in an upcoming episode of Country Calendar on TVNZ 1.
	OUR COMMUNITIES


	Beautifying Piopio
	Lions update
	ATM machine • Piopio Cosmopolitan Club
	Piopio Transfer Station Cnr Aria & Kahuwera Rds Open  Mon 9am - 1pm Sat 9am - 1pm Sun 1pm - 5pm
	Rural Women NZ
	Thanks!
	FEEDBACK & ARTICLES WELCOME!
	ADVERTISE IN PIOPIO BIRDTALK!
	piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com

	OUR COMMUNITIES


	Piopio Fruit & Veg Stand
	Piopio Legends Pathway
	We are looking into having a ‘Piopio Legends Pathway’ in Piopio. Please forward your nominee's name, so we don't miss anyone. CRITERIA:
	Please email Joy at jeffriesmahoenui@xtra.co.nz

	Have your say: NO to the Supercity, YES to the King Country Council, Te Rohe Potae
	OUR COMMUNITIES

	Cultivate wellbeing through calving and lambing
	Laree Rauputu Naturopath Cultivate Health
	Support Your Recovery    Physical work places greater demands on your body, increasing the need for nutrients involved in energy production, muscle function and recovery. One of these is magnesium.    Magnesium is an essential mineral found naturally in foods such as leafy greens, nuts, seeds and legumes, although dietary surveys suggest many New Zealanders don't meet the recommended intake. Including more of these foods with regular meals and plenty of protein helps your body keep up with the physical demands of the season.     For some people, particularly if muscle cramps, fatigue or poor sleep are becoming ongoing concerns, additional support may also be worthwhile.    Look After Your Mental Wellbeing    One of the less visible effects of a busy spring is the mental load. Broken sleep, physical exhaustion and long days can leave us running on empty, making it harder to think clearly, stay patient and keep challenges in perspective. You may even find yourself catastrophising, where a small setback starts to feel much bigger than it really
	WHETHER it is calving on the dairy flats or lambing on the hill country, this stretch of the year asks a lot of farming families. Long hours, broken sleep and the physical demands of the season all take their toll.     While we can't change what this season demands of us, there are a few simple ways to support your body and mind through one of the busiest times in the farming calendar.    Bank Extra Sleep When You Can    Sleep is usually the first thing sacrificed, whether it's a 4am calving round or another lambing beat at dusk. The effects run deeper than simply feeling tired. Even one night of significant sleep loss affects concentration, mood, inflammation and the way our immune system functions.     Research tells us that regularly sleeping five hours or less is linked to poorer long-term health outcomes.    If you get the chance to catch up on sleep, take it. Even one full night's sleep can make a real difference, and on the days that it’s not possible, a short 10 to 15 minute nap has been shown to noticeably improve alertness after a broken night.
	is. That's a normal effect of fatigue, not a personal weakness.    If you notice yourself or someone around you becoming overwhelmed, don't ignore it. Reaching out early to a partner, friend, neighbour, GP or another trusted health professional can help prevent stress from building into something more significant.    A few extra hours of sleep where you can find them, regular nourishing meals, and recognising when you're simply running on empty won't change what the season asks of you. But they can make a real difference to how you come out the other side.     Remember, you are your farm's most valuable asset. Laree Rauputu – Naturopath, Nutritionist, Medical Herbalist – Cultivate Health
	King Country Christians
	meet every Sunday
	Everyone is welcome!
	OUR COMMUNITIES

	Thumbs up to Piopio Domain helpers
	Clive Fredericks’ tractor and fert spreader
	piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com
	OUR SCHOOLS

	Matariki celebrated at Piopio Primary
	attended. After lunch, whānau were invited to explore the impressive classroom displays, each one highlighting the significance of a different Matariki star. Tamariki proudly shared their learning and the beautiful creations they had made.    To conclude the day, the kapa haka rōpū performed to an appreciative audience, filling the hall with waiata and haka. The whole school then joined together for a final song, closing the celebration with unity and joy.    Piopio Primary School’s Matariki event was a meaningful reminder of the importance of coming together, honouring culture, and celebrating new beginnings.
	PIOPIO Primary School marked Matariki in a truly special way on Thursday, June 25, bringing together tamariki, whānau, staff, and invited guests for a day of learning, connection, and celebration.    In the days leading up to the event, the school was buzzing with preparation. Food was gathered and prepared, wood and stones arrived for the hāngī, and classrooms transformed into creative hubs as students worked on displays and presentations about each of the Matariki stars.    The celebrations began with karakia as the hāngī was lifted. The delicious meal, cooked by Rob Young and Jade Heald, was enjoyed by everyone who
	Barbara Kuriger  MP for Taranaki-King Country Backing Rural and Provincial New Zealand Inglewood Office 06 756 6032 80 Rata St, PO Box 124, Inglewood Kuriger.Inglewood@parliament.govt.nz Te Awamutu Office 07 870 1005 196 Alexandra Street, Te Awamutu  Kuriger.Teawamutu@parliament.govt.nz
	King Country Virtual Office Kuriger.Kingcountry@parliament.govt.nz Otorohanga - 021 815 017 Te Kuiti – 021 832 734
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	$50m boost for Awakino Gorge resilience
	TARANAKI-KING COUNTRY MP Barbara Kuriger and New Plymouth MP David Macleod have welcomed a major investment to improve the resilience of State Highway 3 through the Awakino Gorge, a route that is critical to keeping Taranaki connected with Waikato and the central North Island.    The Government has confirmed funding for resilience upgrades along the corridor as part of its $400 million package of state highway resilience projects announced in Budget 2026.    “Anyone who regularly uses SH3 through the Awakino Gorge knows how important this route is for local communities, freight operators and businesses across the region,” Mrs Kuriger says.    “The corridor between Mount Messenger and the SH4 junction has been closed 14 times since July 2021 because of weather-related events. Most recently, the road was closed for more than a month following severe weather earlier this year.    “Every closure causes major disruption for families, businesses and freight operators who rely on this route to move around the region and get goods to market.”    The Awakino Gorge resilience programme has a high-level estimated cost of around $50 million and will target some of the most vulnerable sections of the corridor.  “The aim is simple: keep this road open more often and get it reopened faster when severe weather strikes,” Mrs Kuriger says.    Mr Macleod says the impacts of closures are felt well beyond the gorge itself.    “When SH3 closes through the
	Awakino Gorge, the effects are felt right across Taranaki.    “For many freight operators, tradies and businesses travelling to and from New Plymouth, a closure can add at least five hours to the journey by forcing traffic to detour via Whanganui.    “That is hugely inconvenient, costly, and frustrating for people trying to get on with their day-to-day lives and run their businesses.    “There have been far too many closures over the past few years, and this investment will help make one of Taranaki's most important transport links more reliable.”    Mrs Kuriger and Mr Macleod say the investment is part of the Government's plan to fix the basics and build the
	future.    “Budget 2026 includes major investments to strengthen roads and other critical infrastructure, helpingensure New Zealand is better prepared for future weather events.    “We can't stop severe weather from happening, but we can be much better prepared for it.    “For Taranaki and the King Country, that means investing in the roads and transport links that keep our communities connected, support local businesses, and help drive regional economic growth.”    Further work will continue to refine the final scope, design and delivery programme for the project.
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