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Support Peter’s Book on Kickstarter…. Can you
help by putting in your pre-order for Peter
Holbrook’s Book now?
King Country icon Peter Holbrook's life
story, written by Sigrid Christiansen
In war-tired 1950s England, young Peter
Holbrook rekindles two long held boyhood
dreams: galloping through far-flung New
Zealand’s rugged mountains, and farming
his own land with horses in the traditional
ways. He sails across the world and settles
in the King Country, earning his living in
the wild hills shepherding, hunting and
trapping. Local kaumātua teach him te reo
Māori; he spends the rest of his eighty-five
years (and counting) lending his support to
the language.

You might be from New Zealand
and love a good Kiwi history read,
or you might be from the Midlands
–perhaps Nuneaton or Birmingham–
and want a book written with a lot of
love for your part of England.
You might be a scholar of te reo
Māori and interested in one man's
journey with this language, meeting
beloved figures from the Māori
world.
You might be passionate about the
history of working horses.

Maybe you just wonder what it
would be like to emigrate to the
Title: Peter Holbrook: Language, Love and other side of the world?
Horses
Is your dad an old farmer who is
Author: Sigrid Christiansen
near-impossible to buy Christmas
presents for, but he loves a good
Category: New Zealand/British History/
book?
Biography.
If you're not sure whether it's right
This MS is aimed at readers interested in
for you, do please get in touch - we want to
history and non-fiction.
make sure our readers will be happy ones.
What book would you see as a
Is it finished yet?
comparison title to yours?
The chapters are all written and edited, but
The Shepherd’s Life: A Tale of the Lake
we are still working with final feedback
District (James Rebanks).
from our editor. She has suggested
improvements to make the book still more
Do you have an expertise in the area?
enjoyable for readers around the world who
I (Sigrid) have a BA Hons in History
don't know Peter or our part of New
(University of Adelaide) and have also
Zealand. There is no chance the book won't
studied creative writing. I know rural life
be written, because it already has been.
and the King Country well, and love the
I'm still not sure. May I have a sample
memoir/biography genre.
chapter?
Self published books are sometimes
You can absolutely have the first three
poorly written. Is this one?
chapters to help you make up your mind.
We were aware of this risk, so we chose to Please note that they are the current
commission a top New Zealand literary
revision and may not reflect all the final
editor to work on the book.
advice by our editor.
Will I like this book?
Who will print this book?
BOOK FAQ

Are you a reader who enjoys well-written
non-fiction? It could be for you.

It depends on how much support this
project receives. If our readership is in the
You're possibly a history lover, interested in hundreds or low thousands of people
one of the last published first-hand accounts mainly in New Zealand, we will go with a
Taumarunui based printer who has a good
of the Second World War on the home
track record with local history writing.
front.

WWW.PIOPIO.NET.NZ

Copies can still be sent all around the
world.
If (as we expect) a lot of people want to
read this book, we will seek relationships
with quality trade publishers in Britain and
New Zealand, to ensure the finished
product is as attractive to look at, as it is to
read.
Risks and challenges
The biggest risk to this project concerns
book shipping times.
While the book is already full-length and
has been edited, if further changes take
longer than expected, deadlines might push
out into 2023. This is unlikely but a
possibility. We will only do this if we
believe it's necessary to make the writing
still stronger, so it's good enough for you
our readers.
To read a snippet, follow link http://
www.kickstarter.com/projects/
peterholbrook/peter-holbrook-a-lifehistory/?ref=kicktraq To pre-order the
book, click on the green button which says
‘back this project’ . This will help the book
get up and running.

BIRDTALK

COMMUNITY MESSAGES

Editors piopiobirdtalk@gmail.com

Community feedback and articles are
welcomed and appreciated. The views
published in this publication are not
those of the editor but of the
contributors. Articles must not be
longer than 280 words and may have
accompanying photos.
We reserve the right to edit any material
ADVERTISING CHARGES
*Local Business: $35/issue approximately business card size
*Clubs & Organizations: Free up to 75
words
*Out of Area Casual: $45/issue approximately business card size
*Classified Advertisements: $5 per 3-line
advertisement
*Package: Annual $200. Includes six
advertisements and one special 1/3 page
‘My Business’ article annually
[ Proudly supported by our local businesses ]

With 2021 coming to an end, we saw our town come to life as we held
our first ever Christmas Lights competition. To say we were blown
away by the excitement and enthusiasm is an understatement. The time
and dedication put into decorating your homes and properties was
simply outstanding! And what a joy they were to see.
As a first-time event we were nervous about how to execute or even
what to expect. But we’ve learnt a couple of things that we’ll take into
planning the next competition.
Thank you to all our sponsors. Without your generosity we wouldn’t
have been able to have such an event. And to hear the positive feedback, we know it’ll be a keeper.
A big thank you also to our local fire brigade who worked some magic
with Santa and his elves to spread some cheer Christmas eve. And last
but not least, thank you to our amazing community. Wishing you all a
wonderful and prosperous 2022.
Carley, Susan, Rangi, Holly and Abbe
Piopio Christmas Committee.

Photo– Fire brigade on Christmas Eve

Country
Tony and Paula Buckman
t.pbuckman@xtra.co.nz

Within our district
several defibrillators are
on hand in the event of
an emergency.

Piopio Township:
Owls Nest and Piopio College.
Surrounding districts:
Mahoenui (Coleman’s woolshed)
Aria Cosmopolitan Club, and
Waitanguru Hall also have these on
hand.
A free App is available on google
Playstore to locate machines
throughout New Zealand.

Email: macspreading@gmail.com
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HAIRLOOM HAIR DESIGNS Welcome Paige!
Hi! I’m Paige Brooks, owner
of Hairloom Hair Design.
Located at 1 Kea St, I have recently taken
over the lease of the building in the hopes
of creating a beautiful salon for our small
rural town.
I was born and raised in Piopio/Aria, so
contributing to our community is very
important to me.
The name Hairloom is a little play on the
word heirloom, as my mum Bev McIndoe
was a local hair dresser for many years.
I will be offering a range of hair services
including womens, mens and childrens
cuts, colour services and a range of
treatments along with retail available of
beautiful salon products.
You can find me on Facebook and
Instagram, Hairloom hair design, or give
me a call on 07 8778975 to book an
appointment.
I look forward to seeing you all soon.
Thank you so much for all the support!
Paige

Devastating house fire- please help Emele and
Apolosa restart
There has been a givealittle page
set up for Emele and Apolosa
whom live on Paekaka Road, they
lost all their belongings when the
house they lived in burnt down.
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/
devastating-house-fire-please-helpemele

DIGGER /TRUCK HIRE

Tragic start to the new year sees a family lose everything in a house fire
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Councillors Update
COVID is making it very difficult
for us to operate the business of
Council as we’ve known it in the
past. The Health and Safety at Work
Act 2015 leaves us with few options
when we are required to implement
the COVID-19 Public Health
Response (Protection Framework)
Order 2021(which came into force
on 3 December 2021).

almost 95% of our eligible
population have had one
vaccination, and over 88% two,
public support is very high.
On top of that, the long hot summer
we all used to yearn for, is biting,
with little or no rain since midDecember, and burning hot days.
I’ve been recording rainfall on my
farm for 30 years and our last six
months rainfall is 33% behind the
long-term average for that period.
This follows closely the driest 12
months we’ve ever recorded, in
2018/19.

fix, any leaks as quickly as possible.
Our underground pipes are starting
to fail, and a lot of your water pipes
will be a similar age and type as
ours, so please be watchful. A good
first step would be to know where
Consequently, we, along with most
the water toby is that controls the
other Councils in New Zealand,
water flow to your property.
have mandated the requirement for
Property owners are responsible for
vaccine passes for access to staffed
the consequences of any pipe
Council facilities. It appears also
failures on their side of the toby, as
that a lot of other public facing
All Councils water supplies are now that is the delivery point to your
organisations, including NZ Police, operating under restrictions so
property.
have adopted a similar mandate. As treasure your water, and report, or
If you have any queries or concerns
about any Council services, please
don’t hesitate to contact me on
078778033, 0273479843, or email
me at
Phil.Brodie@waitomo.govt.nz.
Phil Brodie
Rural Ward Councillor
Waitomo District Council
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PIOPIO LIONS UPDATE
We Hope you all had a great Christmas
and New Year.
Our Club activities have been
strangled by Covid – with no Xmas
Parade, or Senior Citizens Xmas
Dinner, no School Calf Club and no
Paddys Market as yet.
We were able to assist at Curious Keas Christmas Party
and Pet Day.
We donated to the Mokau Fishing Club - Take a Kid
Fishing Day.
The Shed for the caravan that has been built behind the
Memorial Hall is all but finished. But we might have to
wait until we have sufficient funds to complete the
concrete entrance way. Overall with the purchase of the
Caravan and the Shed, it has been an outstanding
community effort.
We hope to get the Club activities back underway shortly
with the Aria Sports Day and Bike Ride.
Our club is always looking for new members so if you
think Lions is something you could be part of, please
contact one of our members.
Paul Jones – 067529765

Gavin Todd – 8777700

Ross Smith – 8778880

Bob Dawson - 8778297

SMEAR TIME - LADIES
Due to covid restrictions over the past year we
currently have a large number of ladies who are due/
overdue to have their smears (Cervical Screening)
done.
If you have received a letter, phone call or text message
please call and make an appointment with the nurses or
G.P. to get this done ASAP - 07 8787878.
All ladies who have their smear go into one of two gift
basket draws - one at the end of February, one at the
end of March. Spot prizes will also be given out.
If you have any issues, i.e. kids, transport etc please
talk to us, we're here to help you.

TAKE A LITTLE TIME
FOR YOU - IT MAY
SAVE YOUR LIFE.
Page 6

THANKYOU SNOW AND JUNE
Snow and June Nichol’s
amazing years of
contributions to our
community were
celebrated on Sunday the 9th of January at
Tui Park, Piopio.
It was a lovely gathering of those
remembering the years of never-failing Three
Way Motors transport for our kura and
community. Employers of over 65 drivers in
their 36 years of operation, they were also
thanked for their help in running the council
owned Tui Park campground.
A plaque now hangs proudly in Tui park as
an acknowledgement and thankyou to the
couple.
Thankyou to Lynette Adams for organising the event

Our goal is to have a
minimum of 50 Piopio
College Coffee Club
members

We have enrolled
45 to date
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Mighty Mokau has been cancelled due to harsh farming conditions—please see their facebook page for further details if you had pre-booked
The Waitanguru Bike Ride has also been cancelled this season
Lack of Rain and Covid are creating challenges but get out and enjoy our amazing New Zealand
with your families…. and keep safe x

MOBILE BREAST
SCREENING BUS - 2021

with the Breast Screening
Programme please either
ring me - Alison 07 8787878 or
Breast Screening 0800 270 200 and
Thank you to all you ladies who had we can do this for you.
your screening while the bus was in We just need to know where your
Piopio.
were born, it's as simple as that.
77 ladies were screened, 7 of you
were first timers so WELL DONE.
In July Skellerup will be selling
Unfortunately we were down in
Pinkbands --- $5 of every pair sold
numbers by 60 from 2019.
will go towards supporting Breast
Overall joining Piopio and Te Kuiti Cancer. Nine women are diagnosed
together we had 69.07% ladies
with Breast Cancer every day. Let's
screened (National Target is 70%)
get in behind and support
our ladies.
Looking ahead, ladies who missed
Once again a huge THANK YOU.
the mobile bus can still have their
screening done.
Alison 07 8787878
It's free - call 0800 270 200 and
make an appointment.
Ladies 45 - 69, if you aren't enrolled
Opening Hours / Fees and Charges
for Piopio Transfer Station
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday
Sunday

8.30am – 4.30pm
9.00am – 1.00pm
8.00am – 12 noon
1.00pm – 5.00pm

Fees and Charges 20/21

cbbltdp10@gmail.com

Blue Council Rubbish Bags
Disposal of Unofficial bags (small)
Wheelie Bin
Car Boot
Van
Ute
Trailer
Special Refuse (e.g. Whiteware)
Televisions – each
Computer – each

Free
$3.80
$33.00
$36.00
$63.00
$71.00
$71.00
$21.00
$21.00
$19.00

Toaster/Kettle/video recorders

$8.00

Council rubbish bags

Kimberley Cody

For sale at each Transfer Station
Blue Bags

$3.80

p. 021900530 | aerowork.co.nz
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Welcome to Piopio College’s new
principal Mr Rakesh Govind, whom has

started with us this year. He was born and raised in
Tauhara near Taupo and after an impressive history
employed by the Ministry of Education he brings to us
a strong experience in education and a love of sports
and people. You may see him around
the golf course or getting to know the
locals, please make him feel welcome in
our special community.
Welcome to all those new at our
primary schools (Piopio, Aria and
Mokau) and those entering intermediate
or joining college for the first time.
Best of luck for a fabulous 2022!
Scenes from the Piopio Christmas Committee’s 1st
Christmas Lights competition, above St Mary’s,
Lynne Aldridge , and below Lisa Lyford PTL

Hami & Rawiri Maguire

We do fencing
Fences large or small
Sheep and cattle yards
Retaining walls
Repairs
Servicing South King
Country
Matt Faull

Waxing, brow and eye treatments,
spray tan, facials, make up and gift
cards are available- a great gift
idea!
Phone 0210424493 or you can
find her on Facebook
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COMMUNITY SERVICES & BUSINESSES
LOCAL FACILITIES

COMMUNITY

Aria Cosmopolitan Club
(07) 8777812

Piopio Police 07 8770490
Crime stoppers 0800555111
We live in a great community so
The Old Piopio Post Office
let’s stop these few who are
Art Gallery
taking from us.
E:Tony.schrafft@police.govt.nz M: 0224370789
www.crimestoppers-nz.org
Waitanguru Rural Women
Liz Morgan 0272846653
Piopio College Community
Library (07) 8778173
Mahoeuni
E: library@piopio.school.nz
Lynette Adams
18 Aria Road
E: lynadams@xtra.co.nz

Cloverleaf Café
(07) 8778368
Night Owl Bar and Eatery
(07) 8778769
www.theowlsnest.co.nz
E: theowlsnest@xtra.co.nz
Fat Pigeon Café
(07) 8778822
Piopio Cosmopolitan Club
(07) 8778204
Piopio Berry Orchard
(07) 8778490

Senior Citizen’s Organisation
Meetings first Tuesday every
month, 10am All welcome.
Wendy Weinberg (07) 8778686

Oily Rag Garage and Tyre
Service (07) 8778159

Seniors’ Exercise Classes
Wendy Weinberg (07) 8778686

Housie Thursdays
Piopio Dental
1pm Senior Citizen’s Room
Dr Kim Tatham (07)8778864
smilingkiwi@piopiodental.co.nz Everyone’s welcome
Shirley Bardsley (07) 8778725
Carley Jane Beauty
Justice of Peace
M: 0210424493
Vikki Hall (07) 8778058
King Country Chiropractic
Clive Fredericks (07) 8778048
Dr Scott Mouatt (07) 8737376
Marriage Celebrant
M: 0273301339
E: kcchiro@xtra.co.nz
Clive Fredericks
M: 0272803867
Recreation Centre
Kimberley Cody (07) 8778700 Heidi Preston
M: 0272101860
O276791931
YOUTH ACTIVITIES
Aria Playcentre
Hannah Bodger-Kearns
(07) 8777898
Aria Toy Library
Librarian: Karen Jones
M: 0210385153
E: ariatoylibrary@gmail.com
Aria Primary School
(07) 8777857
Curious Keas Preschool
Stephanie Brough (07) 8778224
Kohanga Piopio
Kristen Pari (07) 8778185
Mainly Music
All Saints Church, Moa Street
Music and movement for
children 0-5yrs & caregivers.
Thursdays @ 10am
Alyson Singleton (07) 8778840
Piopio Playcentre
Nicola Kloeten
M: 0276960598
Piopio Primary School
(07) 8778103
Piopio College (07)8778173
Meeting rooms available for
Hire

Piopio Garden Circle
Visits are 3rd Thursday of every
month except January & August
Gillian Hooper (07) 8787880
M: 0273459603
Piopio Lions Club
Stephen Cooper (07) 8778159
Gavin Todd (07) 8777700 or
Ken Perry (07) 8778035
Piopio Memorial Hall
Book venue or facilities through
Waitomo District Council on
(07) 8780800 or
info@waitomo.govt.nz
Piopio/Paearuhe Retirement
Village
Jenny Brodie (07) 8778033

Community Fruit & Vege
Stand
Karen Barret (07) 8778012
E: struanfarm@gmail.com

ACTIVITIES and
ATTRACTIONS
Piopio and Districts Museum
Mark Verry (07) 8778842
Key available from Piopio
Superette

Pony Club
President Olivia Buckley
Secretary Amanda MacLachlan
(07) 8787182
Tennis Club
Reon Verry (07) 8788678
King Country Hunt Club
President Joy Hurley
(07) 8777577
Trail Bikes and Moto Cross
Track
Darren Lupton (07) 8778054
Waitomo Ski Club
Kim Tatham
(07) 8778820
Waitomo Aero Club
Pete Voyce (07) 8778254
John Carter (07) 8778290

Piopio Market Day
3rd Sunday of each month
Allison Shardlow 0273039582
Piopio POP (Tui Park)
Waitomo District Council
(07) 8780800
Key for toilet available from the
Cloverleaf tearooms or Snow
Nicol
SPORTS and RECREATION
Aria Squash Club
President Mark Anderson
(07) 8778950
Secretary Lee Alcock
E: ariasquash@gmail.com
Light Horse Club
President Helen Potter
E: helen.neilpotter@gmail.com
Line Dancing Club
Linda Oliver (07) 8778313
Piopio-Aria Golf Club
Hamish Roach
M: 0275785905
Piopio Bowling Club
Nigel 0272550898 or Wendy
on (07) 8778686

All Saints Church
Co-operating Parish of Piopio,
Aria & Mokau.Main Road,
Piopio Community Sports
Piopio. Worship service 10am
(Rukuhia Domain)
Reverend Ian Croft 0275052798 Tony Schrafft
Tony.schrafft@police.govt.nz
Laver Marine
(07) 8778484
Piopio Rugby Club
M: 0211054737
President Peter Hurley
(07) 8777577
Opportunity Shop/Mustard
Secretary Emma-Jane
Seed
McKinney (07) 8778415
Cara Bryant 0273453389 or
Tasha Bryon 0273246016
Piopio Swimming Club
Kate Carter
M: 0212645771
E: katemcdtiaans@hotmail.com
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07 877 8399 / 021 266 7768
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