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Tena Koutou Katoa!
Welcome to Week 3

%  Porridge... We have production practices at the hall starting on
Thursday this week and most days until our first performance on

Wednesday 26".

Al
DA'ES TO
accommodate the numbers of school children wishing to attend. v EMEM _ER

You will have noted that we have 3 performances this year to

You have the choice of Wednesday and Thursday morning at
11.00am or Thursday evening at 7.00pm.

Keep an eye out for
important dates and events!

We will have a shared supper following the evening performance
and a plate to share would be much appreciated please.

% Pua Rito Kapa Haka... Most Room 1 and 3 students will be
travelling to Te Kuiti tomorrow morning for the first of our four 2
hour Tuesday kapahaka sessions at the Les Munro Centre.

% ERO... Our Education Review Office visit was cut short last
Tuesday due to the ill health of our reviewer. Our second day is yet
to be rescheduled and as we are busy with production this is most
likely to be in week 6 or beyond.

%  Choir Reminder... our first practice is tomorrow 4.00pm - 5.00pm,
I will contact the choir members directly on Messenger from now
on.

%  Board Meeting...- next Monday at 6.30pm in the staff room. All
welcome.

Have a great week, nga mihi
Pam Voyce
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VALUES S

AttItUde = lalways do my best.

/7
" Please notify the office /==
) with a reason why: ’

O (07) 877-7857

ReSiIience = | am motivated and confident.

| am honest, kind and caring.

Integrlty = Itreat all people with respect

even when they are different from me.

Use the form on the
Skool Loop app -
th|s is emalled

Accept reSpOﬂSlblIlty - | am organised and on task. ]

N Thank you for helping us keep/ )

= our school community informed!
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Aria Primary School
Invites YOU to their 2026 School Production
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DRESS REHEARSAL - MORNING SESSION
11.00AM

WEDNESDAY 19™ AUGUST 2026

PRODUCTION PERFORMANCES

MORNING SESSION EVENING SESSION

11.00AM | 7.00PM

THURSDAY 20™ THURSDAY 20™
AUGUST 2026 AUGUST 2026

@ AT ARIA MULTICULTURAL HALL,
ARIA ROAD, ARIA

MoNDAY 3%° AuGusT 2026
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five years...

By Dan Tasker

As half a century of educating
draw to a close, children remain at
the heart of everything Aria School
principal Pam Voyce does.

The 72-year-old will call time on
her 54-year teaching career at the
end of the year, 53 of which have
been spent in Piopio and Aria.

Reflecting on her long-serving
career, keeping children at the
forefront remains Voyce’s priority.

“Idid this for the kids - I don’t
do it for the parents, I don’t do it
for the community. I do it for the
kids and it's always been kids
first,” Voyce said

“(Current Piopio College
principal) Ben Draper, bless him,

1 taught him at Piopio Primary as
a10-year-old and he wrote me a
letter when he went on to Piopio
College and thanked me for all
these amazing things I had no idea
I'd done. You get those little letters
or thank yous that are just gold.

“Then I go into something at
Piopio College and all these 6ft
3inch kids come up and give you a
great big hug and that’s all I need,
is those kids that remember you
and had good times with you,” she
said.

After finishing her training at
teacher’s college in Palmerston
North in 1972, Voyce started

teaching in Hawke’s Bay, before
the Ministry of Education sign-
posted her to a place called Piopio.

“That's how I came to be here. I
didn’t know where Piopio was, I
had no idea at all. I was only going
to be there five years, that's what I
said I'd give them,” she said.

Originally from Levin, Voyce
started at Piopio Primary School
in 1974 and on her return from an
overseas trip, transferred to Aria
School in 1977 around the same
time she married farmer Peter
Voyce.

In those days, classroom sizes
were bigger at a time when life
was “much easier than it is today”,
Voyce said.

“My first class at Piopio was 38
children, then I had 40 and then it
went back to 36. You wouldn't find
a class that big anywhere in New
Zealand now; most of our classes
are in the lower 20s now,” Voyce
said.

“The whole world has changed
and the pressures on our parents
and our kids these days. When we
brought up our kids, all our mates
were having kids. We had a great
social life, it was easy peasy, there
was no material things, it was all
about being on the farm or fun and
doing stuff together,” she said.

She stepped back from teaching
upon the arrival of her and Peter’s

first child in 1980 and spent the
next 11 years relief teaching while
raising her four sons.

In 1991, Voyce returned to Piopio
Primary as assistant principal for
five years, then jumped the fence
to Piopio College for a year before
settling at Aria School under
principal Shane Ngatai in 1997.

When Ngatai finished up, Voyce
took the reins in 2000.

One of her great passions was in
the sporting realm, where she was
a key driver in organising weekly
triathlons, gymnastics, which
included overseas trips to the
Netherlands, Japan and Australia,
and most recently, the Waitomo
Primary Schools orienteering
competition she started in 1998.

She also introduced the annual
science fair, the school production
and school camps to Northland,
Rotorua and Motutapu Island near
Auckland.

“They offer experiences the kids
won't do in their lifetimes; they
won’t go to an island or go to the
treaf ds. I've tried to do
thostey tﬂg\l;s\ that are a bit different
to what the average family does,”
Voyce said.

“Ihave had amazing staff and
amazing beginning teachers. I
don’t know how many I must have
had - at least a dozen beginning
teachers in that time,” Voyce said.

vl } perie
il il, |
12 Ruru St, Piopio
07 877 8767

fatowl@xtra.co.nz
www.fatowl.co.nz

“That makes it easy because
you're working with a great team
of positive people who love kids.
You can’t 3\0 past that, and that's
been like that for 30 years.

The Aria School board of trustees
will appoint a new principal in
the coming weeks, with Voyce to
assist her successor with a smooth
transition into 2027.
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If you have finished

reading your child’s romroo, |
9Y ASSE;’;%EZ; ‘/ JI.IICIQS (Lemonade Troplcal &Wlldberry) $2 00

* RED | Fougp | s S ey
PORTFOLIO/ Mince & Cheese or Bacon & Egg Pies $350 )

. m N Cave ASSESSMENT Round Mince Savoury $1.00
b R .-. FOLDERS Mmce & Cheese Pie (luten Free) $6.00
who celebrate their b'rthday' Q Could you PLEASE be returned ”Moosne (Bluerhrﬂeornr Chocalate $2 00

We hope YOU have a to the office as soon as possible. -LLime of Sirabetry) G S S R e

lOVC y ay Noodles CUPS (beef or chrcken) $2.50

3 These folders are needed for - ey
| your child’s end-of-year @ | Sausage Roll $2.50
assessment information. J Thank you for s upporfmg

O Thank you for gour support] Q= Aria School!

STAND TALL
Tu TONU
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‘ ORDER ONLINE! ~
VISIT: by
WWW.SCHOLASTIC.CO.NZ/LOOP
THEN SELECT REGISTER

“ CLASS INDIVIDUAL & HOCKEY PHOTOS

PhotoLife '”. PARENTS/ /- FREE DEI.IVERYA

keycodes for CAREGIVERS: applies to orders
ordering Class, G ,,’;5‘5.5 B placed before
Individual and Junk, Spam or () ) B midnight on

Hockey photos Promotions folders Su nday’

TS USE THE BOOK CLUB LOOP SYSTEM were emailed to ifyouhaven't
REGISTER AND SELECT ARIA families yesterday received your el 16 August 2026.
(30 July). ooy - These will be delivered
SN PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE to school.
ORDERS AND OPEN UNTIL: e / =
THURSDAY 10™ SEPTEMBER 2026 = 7Zmé < you for your supporf VY
@ NO CASH ORDERS TO SCHOOL
- SUMMER SPORTS 2026
—YOUR.. q \/ﬁ [ 27 a2V 1l a R Y7 a VYA d I JaYalo bl e WalaYVIVILE &b o o =
FAVOURITE! e/

I
MINIBALL (TERM 3) NOW OPEN! g 1ouch RUGBY s @
6 Years old and older Mondays
(Starting ~3:45pm).
o3 Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Year 3/4 and Older.
Th 3
e Te Kuiti High School

Gallagher Centre /
Te Kuiti Stadium (TBC). Round-robin

Late August/Early September. 5 games (inc. finals).

-WANTED

DONATED CALVES

ARIA SCHOOL IS ON THE LOOK OUT FOR
DONATED CALVES FOR OUR SCHOOL STOCK SCHEME.

One game per week (24 mins) Organised & refereed by
Coaches/Parents decide training Nano Te Whare/TKHS Students. /

NOW OPEN!

77 cALES MUST BE b
WEANED AT

;100KG 4

Grear
QUALITY \
| SHow

\ % OR OVER &

« PLEASE CONTACT z
THE SCHOOL =

e OR

ASHLEIGH FOREMAN
() 027 391 3648

Thank y;!; for supporting our tamariki and N SCHOOL BANK

o costper T-shirt: | $30,00
® Cost per Hoodie: 345.00

PAYMENT IS REQUIRED
BEFORE ITEMS CAN BE SENT HOME!

ARIA SCHOOL

ACCOUNTNUMBER: BOARD OF TRUSTEES

helping our school thrive!
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[/ s " EXPLORE YOUR PAST. OSSN
AG M an ~ CONNECT WITH YOUR FUTURE.

Meeting . gl V1T, (NG

Wednesday 19th August
7.30 pm

Aria School
17 Barclay Road,

fos f RESEARCH | ACCESS : GETHELPZ :

ire i i The Secretar YOUR FAMILY : RESOURCES& |  SHARE :

i eulregate |‘nf0rmat|on i y x HISTORY : RECORDS : KNOWLEDGE : GENERATIONS
or any apologies please email:

L s e B 1L WELCOME - BEGINNERS & EXPERIENCED RESEARCHERS! 3

WE MEET REAR OF TE KUITI MUSEUN
15T WEDNESDAY 3-7ew RORA STREET
30 SUNDAY 10-3e TEKUIT

YOUR PAST. OUR COMMUNITY.

tekuiti@genealogy.org.nz

® 021214 7198

Piopio RFC proudly presents Register your interest to work

JUNIOR & SENIOR RUGBY at the 2026 GeneralElection.uﬁl‘r:
PIOPIO RFC NETBALL P

MNVASCIAAIN(C,

" ") SATURDAY
\ J/22ND AUGUST i

\ work in voting places
N F 4 4 and help people vote.
\ / :30 PM
\ LS For more information about
( e , ani

i
at this important event,
visit work.elections.nz today.

“ season at the Piopio Rugby Club.
A8 Food and nibbles will be provided.
T-r All players, whanav, and  FOrinal
D 7 4 supporters are welcome! @
Let's wrap up the season together.
See you there!

T.T Join us to celebrate the 2026

For any inquiries regarding Piopio RFC, please contact Pete Hurley at 021 117 2973




