
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14 Aria Road Piopio 

PH: 07 8778 103 or 027 3674142 

www.facebook.com/piopioprimaryschool 

PA N U I  # 2 0  |  3 r d  J u l y  2 0 2 6  

Kia ora e te whānau, 

This week I have had the privilege of spending time in Singapore with 40 Waikato 
principal colleagues. The purpose of the trip was to explore the impact of 
Singapore's education system on curriculum design and delivery. We had the 
opportunity to visit six schools, the Ministry of Education, and the New Zealand 
High Commission. 

Singapore is a very diverse country with an education system that is strategically 
planned, well implemented, and highly successful. We visited a range of schools, 
including public schools, private international schools, and an all-boys Anglican 
school. All but the private international school received public funding. Like New 
Zealand schools, these schools teach a national curriculum, while individual 
schools retain some flexibility in how it is implemented. 

Interestingly, at the end of Year 6, students sit a national examination that 
influences their future educational pathway. However, this approach is evolving, 
with many schools embracing a more holistic view of student success. 

We had the opportunity to observe mathematics, English, and Mother Tongue 
language lessons. Most classrooms had 30 to 40 students with one teacher. In the 
majority of classrooms, students sat in rows while teachers provided instruction 
from the front. Chromebooks were shared rather than being allocated on a one-to-
one basis. 

The temperature during our visit was around 32°C with very high humidity, yet 
classrooms did not have air conditioning. Another noticeable difference was that 
students had very few resources available when working through mathematics 
problems and completed most of their work in small exercise books. 

Reflecting on what we have at Piopio Primary, we are certainly fortunate to have 
the learning environments and resources that support our students. Over the term 
break, I will continue to reflect on our new curriculum and review some of the key 
learnings from Singapore. 

I would like to thank Whaea Linda and Whaea Fiona for leading the school in my 
absence, and the rest of the staff for their support. The staff at Piopio Primary are 
dedicated and incredibly hardworking. I am sure you will agree that they deserve 
some well-earned time with their whānau during the term break. 

Today, mid-year reports will be published on Hero. Please take the time to read 
these informative reports. I hope they help you understand what your child is 
achieving, their next learning steps, and how you can support their learning at 
home. We will be holding parent interviews early in Term 3. 

Please enjoy the holiday break with your tamariki. I look forward to welcoming 
everyone back to school on Monday 20 July. 

 
Ngā mihi nui 

Sue Coyle 

Principal 

 

 

First day of Term 3 

Monday 
20 July 

 
MYSC - Meeting 

Monday @ 6.30pm 
20 July 

 
Photolife  

Sports & Class  
Photo’s  

Friday 
24 July 

 
 

A Publ ic  School  Grounds in Singapore  



 









 

 

 

FRIDAY 3RD JULY 
 

Juniors Year 1 & 2 
Piopio Minors vs Piopio Sparrows 

@ 3.40pm - F12 

 

Piopio Minors vs Oto South Orange 

Flame Kickers 

@ 4.05 - F13 

Piopio Sparrows vs Otewa Man U  

@ 4.05pm - F11 
 

Juniors Year 3 & 4 

Piopio Hawks vs TKP Racers 

@ 3:40pm - F5 

Piopio Hawks vs TKP Strikers  

@ 4.05pm - F4 

Piopio Fantails @ TKP Strikers 

@ 3.40pm - F4 

Piopio Fantails vs Kio Kio Jets 

Game Cancelled 
 

Junior Year 5 & 6 

Piopio Tuis vs Otewa Chelsea 

@ 4.35pm - F16 

 

 

SATURDAY 4TH JULY 

Piopio Crusaders vs OJR Bombers  

(River Feild) 

Piopio Titans vs TKP Sharks U7 ’s 

(TKP Rec 1)  



 
Please Txt/Email/phone the office by 2.45pm 

if there is any changes to your child’s  
afterschool arrangements 

Chloe Finn 

Chase Dawson 

Maisy Thomas 

Tiana Pikia 

Rasheda Holland-Phillips 




