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Kia ora e te whānau, 

I have had a busy week spending time with our tamariki. 

On Monday, I spent time in Room 4 listening to our Year 3 tamariki present their 

speeches. It was wonderful to see each of them step up and speak confidently, using 

cue cards for the first time. This bodes well for future years and our annual speech 

competition. 

On Tuesday, I had the privilege of accompanying our Rippa Rugby teams to the 

North King Country Year 5 and 6 Tournament. All teams competed exceptionally well 

and reached their semi-finals. The Boys' Purple Team progressed to the final and, 

although they were defeated, they have qualified for the Taupō Tournament, which 

will be held on Wednesday, 21 October. 

Thank you to our coaches, Kurt Houghton, Tom Houghton, and Dan Langlands, as 

well as the many whānau members who supported the teams. A special thank you 

also goes to Miss Stokes for organising this event for our kura. 

On Wednesday, we held our Year 4, 5, and 6 Speech Competition. All the tamariki 

who took part should be extremely proud of their efforts, as they spoke very well. 

Public speaking is a valuable skill and something that many people find challenging. 

Our tamariki continue to demonstrate courage by taking risks and showing resilience 

when faced with disappointment. 

Five finalists from each year group will present their speeches at the Finals Evening 

next Wednesday, 2 September, at 6.30pm in the Multi-Purpose Room. 

Congratulations to our finalists: Lily Draper, Angus Cowin, Emmy Todd, Rosie 

Barnsdall, Briley Grainger, Jane Patterson, Marley Langlands, Koby Houghton, Anja 

Walters, Connor Cowin, Nia MacDonald, Hope Heald, Max Ratcliffe, Petani Rauputu, 

and Charlie Loomans. 

On Thursday, our Year 5 and 6 tamariki enjoyed a valuable learning opportunity when 

The Lines Company visited to deliver the Bright Sparks Programme. Students 

learned about staying safe around power lines and explored the equipment used by 

The Lines Company. Many of the tamariki particularly enjoyed having a turn in the 

safety harness. 

This week, the Ministry released a Maths Practice website designed for whānau of 

students in Years 3 to 8, to use at home. If this is something you are interested in, 

please visit: 

https://www.education.govt.nz/parents-and-caregivers/schools-year-0-13/parent-

portal/maths-practice 

The Maths Practice Tool has been developed by the Ministry of Education following 

feedback from parents and whānau who wanted practical ways to support learning at 

home. The programme is currently being piloted to gauge interest and help inform 

what works best for students, parents, and whānau. 

Have a great weekend. 

Ngā mihi nui 

Sue Coyle 

Principal 
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Please Txt/Email/phone the office by 2.45pm 

if there is any changes to your child’s  
afterschool arrangements 

Can all calf club trophies please be returned  

to the office as soon as possible. Thanks! 
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