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Kia ora e te whānau, 

This week, a large number of our tamariki competed in our school chess 

tournament. The tournament has grown from our weekly chess club sessions, and it 

has been wonderful to see so many students involved. The winners from this week will 

compete again next week, with the overall champion being crowned after the final 

round. Thank you to Whaea Fiona for organising the chess club each week and 

coordinating the tournament. This is another great example of how our staff go above 

and beyond for our tamariki. Through chess, students are learning valuable skills and 

strategies that will support them in all aspects of life. 

This week, our Year 5 and 6 tamariki took part in Rippa Rugby sessions with the 

King Country Development Officer. The skills they are learning will help prepare them 

for the Rippa Rugby Tournament on Tuesday, 25 August. Thank you to the whānau 

who have offered transport and support with coaching. Your assistance is greatly 

appreciated. 

I also received an email this week from the Minister of Education, Erica Stanford, 

informing us that we are one of 500 schools selected to receive solar panels. We are 

very excited to be part of this project, as it will help reduce our energy costs while 

providing a real-life context for our tamariki to learn about sustainable energy and how 

electricity works. Information from the Ministry of Education indicates that we can 

expect the solar panels to be installed within the next two to three years. 

The tamariki participating in the 2026 Music Festival have their first practice in Te 

Kūiti on Monday. Thank you to the parents who have offered to transport students to 

the practice. Your support helps us keep travel costs down. If you have not yet 

responded to Miss Stokes' Hero message, please do so urgently. Whaea Linda 

will accompany our tamariki to the practice at Te Kūiti Primary School. 

Today, I am looking forward to spending time with the tamariki who have won 

"Principal Time" with me. At our Friday assembly, students who have earned 200 

Dojo points get the opportunity to spin the reward wheel. Some of the rewards include 

free time, sitting on the bean bags during assembly, a book, or Principal Time. So far 

in 2026, 17 students have won Principal Time. We usually share some kai, play 

games, and chat about what is happening both at school and beyond. 

Remember, whānau are always welcome to join us for assembly on Friday 

afternoons at 2.00pm in the MPR. It is a wonderful time to celebrate student 

successes, share learning, and sing waiata 

together. 

Have a great weekend. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Sue Coyle 
Principal 
 

Year 3 & 4 Excursion 
Aria Production - Porridge 

Wednesday 
19 August  

 
Rippa Rugby Yr 5&6 

Tuesday 
25 August  

 
Speeches (in class) 

Wednesday 
26 August 

 
BOT Meeting  

Wednesday  
26 August  

 
Speech Finals  
Wednesday  

2 September 
 

Piopio’s Got Talent 
Friday 

18 September 
 







 



 
Please Txt/Email/phone the office by 2.45pm 

if there is any changes to your child’s  
afterschool arrangements 

Eruta Taie 

Eva Robertson 

Sierra Kendrick 

Marley Langlands 

Hope Heald 



 



Can all calf club trophies please be returned  

to the office as soon as possible. Thanks! 


