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In true festive spirit, Santa came to 

town on Friday 23rd December 
bringing with him the wider 
community that lined Moa street. 

The support from the community for 
the annual Christmas Street Parade 
was made a success by all that 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅÄ 
to bring everyone to town.  With 15 
ÆÌÏÁÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÃÈÅÅÒȟ ÉÔȭÓ 
an opportunity for neighbours, 
friends and visitors to catch up and 
mingle after a year of achievements 
and challenges.   

The construction and effort shown in 
all the floats was impressive and must 
be highly commended, as decided by 
the eye of judges Gavin Todd, Ron 
Bevege and George Fleming.  From 
costumes to full theme sets and 
baskets of lollies the evening was a 
collective effort from the community.  
The  title for best overall float remains 
with the Fat Pigeon Café , for the  
second year 
running.  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
As Christmas carols 
played, Merry Go 
Rounds, Bouncy  Castles 
and  
Self Drive cars  
entertained children, 
everyone had plenty to 
choose from as well as a 
selection of hot foods, 
refreshments and fresh 
fruit.   
 

The contributions and 
presents 
generously 
donated towards 
the community 
Christmas 
Stocking Raffle, 
was again well 
supported by 
businesses and 
individuals and the 
giant Stocking 
raffle was enjoyed 

by J. Henderson, 
Bevan Proffit 

and John 
Cocks.   

 
The Christmas Factory
 Aria Playcentre 

1st 

1st Mad Hatters Tea Party 

Fat Pigeon Cafe 

Hobbiton Movie Set 

1st Mairoa District 

  

1st Fat Pigeon, 2nd Progress  
Transport, 3rd Barrowcliffe  

Shearing 
Street/ District :  

1st Mairoa District, 2nd Kuku 
Street 

Education/ Friends :  
1st Aria Playcentre, 2nd Aria  
    Primary School, 3rd Piopio  

Playcentre 

PARADE RESULTS 
Business / Organisation :  
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Something sweet has 

finally opened in Piopio. 
Sweet Tweets officially 

opened on the night of the 
Piopio Christmas parade 

(23rdDecember) to a fantastic 
response from all who visited the new little shop.  

4ÈÅ ÓÈÏÐ ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ 0ÉÏÐÉÏȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÓÔÒÅÅÔ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÌÏÃÁÌÓ 
ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÏÎÁÔÅÌÙ ËÎÏ× ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ/ÌÄ 4ÉÎ 3ÈÅÄȱ ÁÎÄ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ Á 
ÇÒÅÁÔ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ȰÃÁËÅÓȟ ÃÁÎÄÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÔÅ ÓÔÕÆÆȱȢ  

Sweet Tweets is the dream realized by Amanda 
Benefield, cake decorator and mother of 3. Amanda, who 
is self taught, has been decorating cakes since making 
her daughters first birthday cake six years ago when one 
of the guests said to her they thought the cake was 
amazing and she should be doing it for a job. So since 
then Amanda has baked and decorated countless cakes 
for every occasion including weddings, birthdays, 
anniversaries and special events all around the North 
Island, with word of mouth being the only advertising. 

So why open a cake shop in Piopio of all places? 
Ȱ7ÅÌÌ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÒÓ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÌÉÖÅÄ ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ 
children for 5 years now so this is home, and I was 
basically getting too many orders for cakes to keep up 
with from home. We thought about building and 
registering our own kitchen at home but have always 
thought having a little shop in town would be great and 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÁÓÓÅÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÏ×ÎȢȱ 

Ȱ0ÉÏÐÉÏ ÉÓ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÐÌÁÃÅȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ 
here while travelling for a rest, something to eat and a 
ÌÏÏË ÁÒÏÕÎÄȱ ÓÁÙÓ !ÍÁÎÄÁȢ  

After considering several options for which building 
would suit her requirements best, Amanda settled on the 
Ȱ/ÌÄ 4ÉÎ 3ÈÅÄȱȢ  Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ Á ÔÏÎ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
charm, we also knew it would be a ton of work to get it 
ÕÐ ÔÏ ÓÃÒÁÔÃÈȱ ÓÁÙÓ !ÍÁÎÄÁȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÏÖÅÒ Á 
hundred years old, the oldest shop in town, and has been 
home to many different business including a bank, 
ÐÈÙÓÉÏȟ Á ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÆÔ ÓÈÏÐ ÔÏ ÎÁÍÅ Á ÆÅ×Ȣ Ȱ)ȭÍ 

really happy with how the shop has turned out and we 
get so many amazing comments. We had a huge amount 
of help from our friends and familywhich we are very 
ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÆÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÈÏÐ ÌÏÏËÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ 
)ȭÍ ÍÏÓÔ ÐÒÏÕÄ ÏÆȦȱ 

Cakes and other baked goods are made and decorated to 
order and can be delivered almost anywhere in the North 
)ÓÌÁÎÄȢ Ȱ!Ó ÆÁÒ ÁÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÇÏÅÓȟ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȟ ÊÕÓÔ 
tell me your ideas and we can make something great for 
ÙÏÕÒ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÄÁÙȱȢ 3×ÅÅÔ 4×ÅÅÔÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÒÁÎÇÅ 
of baked goods like delicious cupcakes and decorated 
sugar cookies daily. There is also a very tempting range 
of old fashioned NZ made candy available including 
favorites like blackballs, humbugs, aniseed balls and acid 
drops. There is also a range of yummy sugar free options. 

!ÌÏÎÇ ÓÉÄÅ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ó×ÅÅÔ ȬÔ×ÅÅÔÓȭ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÆÉÎÄ Á ÌÏÖÅÌÙ 
range of quality handmade crafts to suit anyone, most of 
which either made by Amanda herself or locally, ideal for 
gifts or special treats for yourself.  

Sweet Tweets is open 10am-5pm Tuesday-Saturday and 
on the Piopio market day, the third Sunday of every 
month.  Check out Sweet Tweets Facebook page  

www.facebook.com/sweettweetsnz, 

for regular updates and specials, hit like, mention you 
saw this article and go in the draw to win a special sweet 
treat. Competition ends 28th of February.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sweet Tweets Sweetens our Main Street 

07 877 8270  
021 0683609  

56 Moa Street 
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Blakeman Heliwork Ltd 
amalgamates with Precision 
Helicopters Ltd. 
Servicing many years within our district Blakeman 
Heliwork Ltd of Piopio have now amalgamated 
with Precision Helicopters Ltd (PHL). 
 

The Base will continue operating from 296 
Mangaotaki Road, Piopio, providing enhanced 
helicopter services throughout the entire King 
Country area. 
 

Blakeman Heliwork developed a strong business 
and this amalgamation enables us to build upon 
this foundation, offering clients an enhanced range 
of helicopter services, plant and machinery. 
 

 

Caught            on  
  
            Camera 

Top: King Country 
Honda, Right: Kuku 
Street. Below: 
Barrowcliffe Shearing 

Below: 

Rowing Girls 

Below: Project 
Piopio Trust 

Above: AFS   

Right: St Johns Ambulance 

Below: Te Kuiti BMX 

Right: Piopio Playcentre 

Below: King Country Rams 


